Angel Unawares
Ps 34:7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. ESV

Heb 1:13-14 And to which of the angels has he ever said,  "Sit at my right hand  until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet"? 14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? ESV

Heb 13:1-2 Let brotherly love continue. 2  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. ESV
______________________________________________________________________

Preaching on angels is like opening a can of worms – there are so many questions that arise in the minds of the hearers that it is tempting to just pause and try to teach thoroughly on the subject. Yet I feel led to focus on the principles taught to us by our texts and so I will hit lightly on many things and perhaps cause questions to those who have not been taught thoroughly, but I feel to exhort passionately and narrow our focus to those things that are attached to the writings in Hebrews.  There have been many false things taught about angels in modern Christianity and in our society there has arisen many false notions that I have attempted elsewhere to deal with scripture and will try not to go there in this particular sermon.  I'm speaking specifically of the false notions of naked, baby angels and cherubs, female angels, halos, and people one day becoming angels.  Oh, I went there!  But it was very short and if you need scripture for all of that, there is none:  such things as I just listed are never found in all of the canon of scripture.

Instead let us focus on our text in the 13th chapter of Hebrews which is one of those casual mentions of a great truth that makes you pause and say, “wow!”  The New Testament epistles are full of these “casual mentions” of profound truths and the writer will be discussing something else and then just – Bam! – throw something in there with a, “you know also that this is so,” and then he moves on and you're reading along and your response is, “wait a minute, I didn't know that and I need to chew on that a bit.”  Like Paul discussing to the Corinth church there need to learn to work things out with each other and not be suing each other all of the time and he throws in there, “do you not know that one day you will judge angels?”  And then he moves onward without a breath.  Perhaps the Corinth church knew this because they had heard it taught by the Apostles – obviously this was so, since he felt he could throw it out there without any further explanation – but to you and I who only have Paul's ministry in writing it is a casual mention that is a bombshell.  We will?  We will judge angels?  Obviously so because the Apostle wrote truth, but what a startling revelation that is to us to just mention so casually!

And so in our text in the 13th chapter of Hebrews, the writer of Hebrews is summing up his thoughts and making some general commands to the Hebrew Christians of the time.  This is the final chapter of the book and now he can put some general principles that the Apostles always wanted to enforce in the minds of their audience.  And so he writes:

Heb 13:1-2 Let brotherly love continue. 2  Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. ESV    

If you keep reading in looking for more information, you're going to be disappointed because he quickly changes subject and moves onward.  This is another one of those casual mention that we would best to give pause and fully consider.  “Some have entertained angels unawares.”  In context, he is speaking of them showing hospitality to a stranger and particularly in the time this was written, it was important that they apostolic church open their homes to other persecuted Christians who were often fleeing an area of intense tribulation where they had lost everything and they needed a safe haven along the way.  This was so common that the apostles addressed it and they needed to show brotherly love to one another to help in the attack of Nero against the church.

The context is important because this scripture is not saying that we should open our homes to complete strangers who have no ties to us for in this day and age that would usually be an unwise thing.  This scripture doesn't mean that you have to pick up every wayward hitchhiker to be a Christian.  It does not mean that you have to take every vagrant relative in, either.  It is speaking of temporarily housing brothers and sisters in the Lord whom you may not have personally known yet they are true, Spirit-filled believers and need some temporary help on their journey.  Believers across the globe fulfill this scripture literally in times of intense persecution by helping other believers who may be complete strangers and yet are brothers and sisters in Christ and are paying a price for it.  In America, thankfully this type of persecution is almost non-existent yet we have fulfilled this scripture in times of flood, hurricanes, and storms where fellow brothers and sisters in the church and others were in great need and we opened our homes and resources to them.  We fulfill this scripture everyday by Blessed Threads existing on our campus.  

But let us get back to the point of the apostle.  Apparently in that occasional but common knock on the door of a fleeing believer there was a supernatural element that existed.  Think of that.  Most times, they would take in a family and give them a bed for the night and feed them a meal and pray together and fellowship for a few days and then bid them farewell, perhaps never to see each other again until eternity but bound by their love for Jesus Christ and His abiding presence in their lives.  And most of the time they would be hosting real people who were human beings.  But apparently ever now and then, God would send someone who appeared as a brother in need and they would greet them and speak with them and eat with them and provide for them and yet as he was leaving or after he was gone, they would begin to think of things and they would get the funny feeling that they had tapped into something more than just normal human hospitality.  And sometimes those feelings were grounded because the writer said, “some have entertained angels unawares.”  That every once in a while, they had not put up a fellow Christian at all, but had put up an angel sent by God to them!  Angels Unawares!

______________________________________________

Now that I have your attention for sure, let me take a moment to address a damning false doctrine that is believed by many a church today.  And that is the doctrine of perfection already come.  There are some who believe that angels do not come to earth at all today and mingle amongst men and women and that there are no supernatural utterances from a human or an angel at all any more and such people also say that there is also no such things as miracles from God.  When confronted with this scripture they will say something like, “I believe that the word for angel should be translated as messenger and it refers to just preachers of the gospel that sometimes when you house Christians you do not realize that you are sometimes housing messengers who are ordained to preach the gospel.”  That's so ludicrous that it should be obvious that it's reaching – why would that merit special mention?  But let me take the time to deal with it because it crops up time and time again.

First of all the word for angel can refer to a messenger because that is often what angels do.  However, one must use context whether or not a supernatural angel is meant or a human messenger.  Our text is in Hebrews where the word has been used many, many times already and we read another text in Hebrews 1 that used the term.  In fact, if you read the book of Hebrews, a major theme is that Jesus Christ did not come in angelic form but took on the form of humanity and became as one of us.  And then, when He ascended, He went back to heaven, not as an angel, but as the express image of God's person.  The writer's point is that God makes promises about the Messiah and to us as humans that He never makes to angels and therefore though man is created a little lower than the angels, yet he will one day in the resurrection rise to be above the angels in power and existence because we will be like Jesus Christ and with Jesus Christ one day.  If you read the first two chapters of the book of Hebrews – and indeed the entire book – the only way that those writings make any sense at all is if this word is rightfully translated as “angels.”  In our other text, we see both terms used, “are they not all ministering spirits?”  And the “they” spoken of is the term “angels” in the previous verse.  It is a ludicrous and false idea to allow this word to mean “angel” throughout the entire book and then suddenly at the very last chapter say that it means something else simply because a right and consistent translation would cross my personal beliefs.  If your personal theology contradicts the clear teaching of scripture, then you need to change your personal beliefs and not change the scripture!

Second of all, the entire premise of this theology is unfounded.  Their thought process usually goes something like this, “if an angel is able to come to earth and interact with humans, then he might have a word from God for us, and since that would be miraculous, then it cannot happen because I believe that all miraculous has ceased since the canon of scripture has been compiled.”  This is false doctrine based upon a misinterpretation of 1 Corinthians 13 where it says:

1 Cor 13:8-10 Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. ESV    

This false doctrine takes “the perfect” to mean the scriptures or the canon of scripture.  What they mean by “canon” is that they believe that when the last book of the Bible was penned and all of the books were put together in the present form, that all supernatural workings of miracles, including tongues, prophecies, the gifts of the Spirit, healings, signs, and angelic visits stopped.  

There dissecting of this scripture is lacking.  The Bible is perfect – we do not deny that – but that is not the point of this scripture.  One day there will no longer be the need for supernatural workings of God upon earth because everyone will have either been saved or lost.  One day we will reach a time where there will be no more need for angelic visitations on earth and for healings because we will have already passed over to the other side.  At that time, gifts of the Spirit, tongues, and prophecies and such will cease along with knowledge as the verse says.  For knowledge and learning will be no more for we will be as He is!  But the perfect that comes that brings all of this to fruition is Jesus Christ's kingdom being set up as it should be.  He is the perfect!  Our knowledge of Him will be complete; our relationship with Him will be fully restored; death and hell will be conquered, and He will be King of Kings and Lord of Lords over ever country and continent on a new heaven and new earth!  His coming will bring great changes, but until He comes, tongues continue, prophecies continue, knowledge increases, miracles can happen, healings can take place in the name of Jesus, and angels can be sent to earth and be entertained unawares!

I won't bore you with the details, but the Greek study bears out that this is not talking about the completion of the New Testament but the coming perfection of Jesus' Christ's return.  Anybody know that we have not passed the days of healings, of tongues, of prophecies, of the gifts of the Spirit, of the infilling of the Holy Spirit, of miracles and signs and wonders?  Of yet being able to grow in our knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ?  Anybody know that angels are still real and around us even if we entertain them unawares?

_____________________________________

So let us turn to the main point of this scripture and that is this.  If it can be truly written that:

Heb 13:2b some have entertained angels unawares. ESV    

Then we should get the point which is:

We deal with the supernatural realms more than we realize in everyday life.
Some people are overly spiritual by which I will term “weird” in an unprofitable way.  They see spirits everywhere and in everything and overspiritualize everything.  I do not consult with the Holy Ghost when I am choosing a rat trap in HEB for there are some things that God gave us common sense for.  And I do not look for the devil in everything bad that happens in my life.  Some things are just life.  I'm not as one person who once visited our church who when a fluorescent bulb flickered, though that the devil had gotten into it until our youth pastor very calmly picked her off the floor and said, “Oh, yeah the ballast has been going out and needs to be changed.”  I'm naturally a skeptic as to my fleshly way of thinking and that can be a good thing if channeled properly.  I don't think that the stain on the statue is Mary bleeding; I don't think that the Cheetos was divinely shaped by God to look like some medieval painting of Jesus.  I just want to get that clear.  There are days that I go without thinking of the devil or angels.  Not God, mind you, but I don't think of spirits, per se, every day and every hour.  

Yet we must realize that this scripture is teaching us that as we go about our ordinary lives as human beings – especially when our lives are wrapped up in furthering and helping His kingdom – that we are rubbing shoulders with the supernatural more than we realize.  Have you ever seen an angel?  Probably, but you just didn't know it.  For some – not all, but some – have entertained angels unawares.

This will date me but there is an ancient Amy Grant son that I used to listen to on the LP, Straight Ahead.  It goes like this:

Take this man to prison," the man heard Herod say,
And then four squads of soldiers came and carried him away.
Chained up between two watchmen, Peter tried to sleep,
But beyond the walls an endless prayer was lifting for his keep.
Then a light cut through the darkness of a lonely prison cell,
And the chains that bound the man of God just opened up and fell,
And running to his people before the break of day,
There was only one thing on his mind, only one thing to say:

Angels watching over me, every move I make,
Angels watching over me!
Angels watching over me, every step I take,
Angels watching over me!

God only knows the times my life was threatened just today.
A reckless car ran out of gas before it ran my way.
Near misses all around me, accidents unknown,
Though I never see with human eyes the hands that lead me home.
But I know they're all around me all day and through the night.
When the enemy is closing in, I know sometimes they fight
To keep my feet from falling, I'll never turn away.
If you're asking what's protecting me then you're gonna hear me say:

Got His angels watching over me, every move I make,
Angles watching over me!
Angels watching over me, every step I take,
Angels watching over me....
      
Though I am usually hesitant to share it, I have seen angels on several occasions.  I don't speak of it often, because the vast majority of the time that I have shared it, someone has misinterpreted it or misconstrued what I was trying to say with it.  I got tired of trying to correct weird misconceptions that people developed from the stories, so I have ceased largely to speak of them except on the rare occasion.  I don't pretend to understand the whys and the hows of all my experiences but I can try.  

I have seen three good angels and one bad one.  The bad one is easier to explain than the good ones as to the why and how.  My father – who is also a very level headed skeptic – also had a memorable experience when I was in Junior High School that I vividly remember the aftermath.  

{Insert brief stories here}

The bad encounter was an obvious byproduct of what a person in the car with me had been dabbling in and you must realize that South Louisiana is a voodoo central of ancient and filthy evil spirits.  There is something to evil spirits having a location of their domain.  My father's encounter can be chalked up to the area and what he was facing.

The good angels never spoke to me and I chalk it up to several things:  first of all I have always been fairly sensitive to the things of the Spirit and my life was in great limbo at those times.  As a young child in Oil City, I was battling fear and crippling headaches and when I saw that angel, it brought a peace and an end to the nightmares.  As an older child in Pearl River, I was in a tumultuous time of my life and God was letting me know that He was there.  As I have gotten older, I realize that God was doing something else:  He was planting some seeds in a human being that was naturally skeptic to know that there exists a spirit world because that God was planning on this young human being to preach His Gospel.  My receiving the Holy Spirit at a young age, being notably healed at a young age, and seeing these angels as I did have stayed with me and kept me in the teenage years of skepticism.  Although I could not understand it fully and still don't and although I cannot always feel it, I know that the spirit world exists.  

I do not know why I have not seen one since my youth, but sometimes, I'm very glad for that!  Sort of like my brother prayed one time when he was keeping me and my parents were out of town, “God give our parents travel mercy and send your angels to protect us.”  And then after a pause, he said, “but don't let us see any of them because that would scare the living daylights out of us.”  To which I said as a young child, “Amen!”  I have also learned that typically you must believe that you can see them before you do.  And sometimes simple faith diminishes from us as our childhood passes.      

Such knowledge brings to light this great truth of scripture:  if they were there and I've only seen them occasionally, then they have been there all along whether I perceived it or not.  That's my only point in telling these stories – not to weird you out or to get you overly hyped on angels for you should worship God and focus on Him and not angelic beings – but they do exist.  The supernatural world surrounds and permeates this natural world.  Even though I can't see it, even though often I'm not even thinking of it, yet it is there and affects things.  Some have entertained angels unawares.  I'm trying to increase your spiritual awareness with this:  it is likely that within the last month or even week that there are some here who have encountered angelic beings and were simply unaware.  It's real and it exists even if you were to heretofore unaware of it!

_______________________________________       

That this is so, then lends itself to three very practical responses in our lives.  Since it is true that “Some have entertained angels unawares” then there are three things that ought to be brought about in our lives as a direct response of this truth.  First,   

This ought to encourage us to be friendly and kind to people.
That is the context of this teaching and what the writer of Hebrews simply meant by writing it.  That while showing kindness to strangers – especially those of the faith – you should be aware that sometimes you are entertaining heavenly visitors as Abraham did.  And unlike Abraham, you will not always recognize it as such so best to be kind always!  

I think of my wife who was known in college in the days before she was my wife and even my girlfriend as a “man hater.”  That was not true, but she hated the fact that because she was pretty, guys would open the door for her and yet they would not open the door for another girl who wasn't quite as attractive who came in first.  My wife hated it when guys tried to carry her suitcase on chorale tour and not the other girls.  Or when they wanted to talk to her and yet never even acknowledged some of her friends who were a bit homely.  When I started dating her, some of the guys asked, “how come you let him open the door for you and carry your luggage?”  And she replied, “because before he knew that I was watching, he opened the doors for all girls and talked and was friendly to all girls, even the ugly ones!”  Thank God for a father who drilled that in me – it paid off!

That's the way it is with angels unawares.  It is likely that if you knew ahead of time, that you would respond differently but you're not going to know.  If you ever know, it will likely come after they had left and I have stories here that we have not time for of this sort, where people entertained people that afterward didn't exist.  He's not going to have a robe on and come in with a flashing neon sign that says, “halo, halo, halo.”  They will look normal.  Therefore you've got to be friendly and kind all of the time so that when the angel comes in unawares, he has a good report for His Master!

There is a second truth here and that is:

This ought to give us confidence in our daily lives.
We ought to have this confidence, knowing that there is more of God's power and protection available than we might sometimes have been aware.  The lesson is this:  when you make God's business, your business and are busy about furthering God's kingdom, then angels are sent as ministering spirits to help you.  We cannot command angels – be sure you get that!  Nobody in scripture commands angels except God.  You don't speak tot he angels and ask them to do this or that.  If they would listen to you, then they are the wrong type of angel!  Good angels only listen to God who is the Lord of the Saboath, or the Master of the Hosts.  The fact that it is written that Jesus Christ could have called down legions of angels to His defense is yet another proof of His Deity!  We call on the Lord and He sends them to help us.  That is the point of our first text in Hebrews:    

Heb 1:13-14 And to which of the angels has he ever said,  "Sit at my right hand  until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet"? 14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? ESV
They are ministering spirits sent out to serve us who will inherit salvation.  But He is the one who says to the angels what to do.  He is the one who sends them.  We cry to God and they respond to His call.

Go do a study on angels in the scriptures some time.  Go read about the angel of wrath that David confronted over Jerusalem.  How his sword hovered over the city and how big the angel was!  Go read about the angels who had no problem rolling away a heavy stone that multiple men had put in place and go read about those mighty, mighty, Roman soldiers of which an entire watch fainted away at the sight of the angels that they were going to have battle!  Go read about the end – how one unknown and unnamed angel that is submitted to God will lock Satan up forever.  And then realize that if I am about God's business and focused on Him, then He is about my business and dispatches angels concerning me to be ministering spirits in my life.  I am often unaware but that ought to give us confidence in life.  It ought to help dispel fear.  You are a child of God and there is a God in heaven with many angels who takes care of you!  They respond to His command for your sake!  Even when I am unawares, yet He and His angels are with me! 

And that leads us to a last, but sobering thought.  Since it is true that “some have entertained angels unawares” then:

This ought to spur us to better obedience to God's Word in every area of our lives.
The angels watch His face and respond to His Word.  His view of us and our lifestyle affects them and that affects what they do for us.  And as such, the angels do watch us but only to see if we are living according to His Word for if we are disobedient then they cannot act for us.  This is borne out time and time again in scriptures such as our texts:

Ps 34:7 The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. ESV
Say it with me, “those who fear Him.”  Those who truly fear the Lord and consider His Word as defining and act accordingly, they are those who have the angel of the Lord encamping around them, or, in other words, dwelling around them.  Our text in Hebrews bore this out:

Heb 1:13-14 And to which of the angels has he ever said,  "Sit at my right hand  until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet"? 14 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation? ESV  

Say it with me, they “serve for the sake of those who are to inherit salvation.”  They look to see if you've obeyed His plan of salvation and then those angels watch you to see what direction you are going.  1 Corinthians 11:10 even suggests that whether or not we obey the Lord's commandments in regards to the hair on our head serves as an outward expression to the angels of whether or not we are submitted to God.  And as such our obedience gives us power with God and with the angels that serve Him.  It would follow then, that disobedience has the opposite affect.  There is an angelic power that accompanies those who faithfully obey Him and His Word and who are headed the right direction and that power is missing in those who do not fear Him, are not born again, or who are heading backwards!  

Perhaps there are some here who are dealing with fear and need to be reminded that God and His mighty host is with you everywhere that you go!  Perhaps there are some here who are skeptics as to the supernatural and need to be reminded that it is closer to us than we think!  Perhaps there are those who are going through life unaware that their disobedience in many areas has caused them to lose their protective covering of angels that God would command to minister on their behalf.  Now you're aware so why not obey?  Obey so that you can again have a supernatural help everywhere that you go.  Perhaps there is someone here who needs help to be a more kind and friendly human personality.  Now you have a good reason to change!  When you serve God, those who serve Him minister on your behalf and this is true, even if we entertain them in our lives, unawares.  Now you know and you can choose accordingly in life fully aware! 

